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Peter J. Peel An Irish Sporting Life

b. Dublin, 1874 d. Chicago, 1969
= - 1891 - Limerick rugby football Player

1893 - Soccer player
1894 - First Irishman to play college (American) football
1896 - Sports doctor and therapist
1896 - 1908 Cricketer
1910s - Golfer
1920s - Tennis
1908 - Established the Peel Cup - oldest continuous soccer
competition in the USA
P 1913 - Founding Vice-president of the U.S.F.A.
~ 1917-1919 & 1923-1925 - President of the U.S.F.A.
) Ve 1924 - Led the USA to the Paris Olympiad in 1924
1935 — 1945 Chicago Parks & Recreation Commissioner
1970 — Peel Cup renamed The Governor’s Cup
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THE GIBRALTARIAN BOHEMIAN

WRITTEN BY ARDFARRELL  This was quite common at the time and many of his footballing teammates
AND MICHAEL KIELTY were also colleagues or opponents on the cricket pitch. By 1897 there
- are rtpurl«ul Canilla lining out for Freeboote: d by the end of the
Given that Gibraltar is one of the ar he ed this by switching his registration to
newest members of UEFA you Lh:m from Bohemians. The club, with Canilla in their side at full back,
wouldn’t expect there to be much  finished in second place in the Leinster Senior League
ofa footballing history between the
tiny British Ove auxhrnlur\. and Ireland, but what if we told you there
was a prominent footballer from Gibraltar playing in Dublin at the very
dawn of organised football?

iccessfully completed his final examinations in

nilla departed Ireland for his native Gibraltar.
Newspaper reports described him as someone “long and favourably
associated with cricketand football” and thata “large crowd of sportsmen”
‘That man was Gonzalo Canilla O d he was a fixture on the  gathered tosee him off from Westland Rowstation to the strains of Auld

Dublin sporting scene of the 18g0s, lining for both Bohemian FCand ~ Lang Syne. 3 illa’s Iris ring career lasted about -
Freebooters FC, as well as excelling on the cricket pitch. four y . im play 2 at the time. e 0 m 1

Canilla w: Gibraltar in 1876, he came from a pious Catholic nilla married his wife Antoniain 1904 and they had at least two children.
i ving been made Catholic bishop nzalo practised medicine in England until 1916 then becoming the Rio
senttoEnglandto further  Tinto mining company doctor in Huelva, e played competitive

his education, where heattended the prestigious Catholic boardingschool,  cricketin Spain and then recreational golfuntil ement. Hewasals |nn0v ator
Sto in Lancashire, and this is where his connection with  said tohavebeen poss et i i

The American Footballers of 1891

ine singing voice. He passed away

His great grandson, David Cluett, was also a successful footballer. He
Among his fellow classmates were many young men from prominent  won 69 caps as or Malta, inc n appearance ina
Dublin families, including Oliver St. John Gogarty OS 1892 and the  defeat to the Republic of Ireland in 1989 as well as winning numerous Elmer Cotton
brothers George Meldon OS 1896 and Philip Meldon OS 1887. henomisin the Malte

When soccer football from North America came to Ireland

game, primarily for the Floriana club.

The
Mapping Irish Women’s Football , -
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1902-2022 - Metropolitan
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Detroit's Dublin Soccer
Pioneer

George Charles Leech
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The NY Bohemians

Shelbourne FCs Billy Synnott

Billy-Synnott's 17 years of football in Ireland, England and the USA;



Research Methods & Themes
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Nature v Nurture Seamta :
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to what extent did circumstances, family context and social- B . - :\ "

geography play in Peter Peel’s life in sports?

Opportunity v Luck v Timing

Was Peel’s success a result of luck, timing or destiny?

Resources v Limitations

with limited resources how did our subject succeed?

Research Methods — Lessons learned

Read wildly (and widely) — read context — understand the
prevailing social mores of the time — be cautious, be curious

Photo: Limerick 1890s, NLI Collection



- -
Thomas Peel, Garryowen & Ireland
(Pho | Family Collection) g

)

Nature v Nurture

1875-1892 — Dublin to Limerick
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1892 — Limerick to Chicago




Opportunity v Luck v Timing

1892 — Limerick to Chicago
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'WANDERERS CRICKET TEAM OF CHICAGO, WHICH MADE A
SUCCESSFUL TOUR OF CANADA RECENTLY.

C. A. A. TEAM AT PRACTICE.



1 Photo: Peel Park, Chicago History Museum
Peter J. Pee

President of the Chicago Football Association

Photo: Wanderers Football Team, Chicago — Spalding’s Football Annual 1908-09



Resources v Limitations

OFFICIAL PROGRAMME
PILGRIMS OF ENGLAND

1906 - Corinthians FC at the Lexington Hotel, Chicago 1909 The Pilgrims Team 1905 Original all Blacks Rugby Team

1905 Publicity Photos, Chicago History Museum
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United States Football Ass001at10n

* 1918 — Vice-President Peter Peel, Founded April 5t
WaR, 1913 — FIFA temporary membership granted

M 1914 — FIFA full membership granted

[ 1916 — First two matches played v Sweden and Norway Q 3
1924 — Team plays at the Paris Olympics
.-‘f-“': 1924 — First game in Ireland

i President: Peter J. Peel (1917-1919 & 1923-1925)
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A Life in Medicine

Photo: Rush Archives

“The Personal Indorsement:
of Peter J. Peel”

We are now {Mcgd to announce that Peter
J. Peel gives his unqualified indorsement to the
Gardner Reducing and Therapewtic Machine.

Two ears ago we selected Peter J. Peel to test the Garde

Maehine because we found he was the
ldulnun. e had been secking the man who had
mdetlumonnotablemcunhtbeﬁeldofm
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Then We Selected Peter J. Peel
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Photo: Chicago at the Turn of the Century in Photographs: 122

Historic Views from the Collections of the Chicago Historical Society,
Larry A. Viskochil

ChIcaco Whire Sox
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Photo: https://www.baseballhistorycomesalive.com/



A Political Life

“We, therefore, humbly submit these considerations to you, and
respectively petition you, as President of the United States, and the
acknowledged leader of the moral forces of the world, if in your wisdom it
seems expedient and for the best interests of America, to make such
friendly representations to the British Government as the close association
of the two nations justify, that it may fulfil its promises, evidence the
sincerity of its championship of the rights of small nations and add another
ally to our arms by granting self-government to Ireland without further
delay.

Most respectfully submitted, The Irish Fellowship Club of Chicago.
PETER PEEL, President; JOHN K. MURPHY, Secretary,

April 27th, 1918
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Olympics - 1924

Round 1 Bye

Round 2 v Bulgaria (1-0)
Quarter Finals v The Netherlands (1-2) aet

Friendly v Estonia (2-0)

M
- "

@1930WorldCup




1921 — Founded June 6t 1921 e
1922 — Irish Free State comes into being Dec

1923 — FIFA preliminary membership granted

1923 — Titled Football Assecia : on of the Irish Free Sta te ‘ a
1924 — Team plays in thiari&lympics m i -\
' 1924 — First home game versus the USA . i '
A

. President: Sir Henry McLaughlin
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Photo: Peter Peel at the Peel Cup final in the 1960s (Peel

Peter J. Peel

President of the United States Football Association
1917-1919, 1923-1925

Photo:'li’eter Peel and President of Ireland, Sean T. O’Kelly.
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At rest May 3, 1969 @on‘mi_gsion

Funeral May 6, 1969 o arareful recoanition o outarandin
3 | ok and dowstim 10 the prevnels
St. Linus Church ! Adminstration of the ,.,.,:.,. :‘y )
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PRAY ER -
Awards

O gentlest Heart of Jesus, ever
present in the Blessed Sacrament, .Y
ever consumed with burning love l'l‘l
for the poor captive souls in purga-

tory, have mercy on the soul of Thy an
departed servant. Be not severe in e

Thy Judgement but let some drops of ){‘"wrﬂr’\‘ t“c )ﬁ\'ﬂl (\'r-‘-h'"
Thy Precious Blood fall upon the n this Commissron
devot.xring ﬂ.ames and do Thou O WMW

merciful Saviour send Thy angels to ‘

conduct Thy departed servant to ~

place of refreshment, light and peace.

Amen,




A Public & Charitable Life

* Presented papers at Medical conferences

* Involved in Red Cross charity work

e Active in the Irish community events

* Involved in protests against Ku Klux Klan in
Chicago

* Crusader for parks, recreation facilities and
amenities for the youth of Chicago

* A Chicago personality

e St Patrick’s Day participant

......




Peter J. Peel

born in Dublin, 1866; died in Chicago, May 3, 1969.
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022 Nomber 8 December 2021

The League of Ireland : An
Historical and Contemporary

Assessment Edited By Conor Curran,
December 30, 2022

Soccer & Society Volume 22,
2021 - Issue 8: The Growth and
Development of Soccer in
Dublin Edited By Conor Curran, 31 Oct 2021
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THE LEAGUE OF IRELAND

AN NISTORICAL AND CONTIMPORARY ASSESSMENT

D @ MickKielty
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