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Peter J. Peel
The Soccer King



Peter J. Peel
b. Dublin, 1874     d. Chicago, 1969

Photos: Peel Family Collection

An Irish Sporting Life
1891 - Limerick rugby football Player

1893 - Soccer player

1894 – First Irishman to play college (American) football

1896 - Sports doctor and therapist 

1896 - 1908 Cricketer

1910s - Golfer

1920s - Tennis

1908 - Established the Peel Cup - oldest continuous soccer 

competition in the USA

1913 - Founding Vice-president of the U.S.F.A.

1917-1919 & 1923-1925 - President of the U.S.F.A.

1924 - Led the USA to the Paris Olympiad in 1924

1935 – 1945 Chicago Parks & Recreation Commissioner

1970 – Peel Cup renamed The Governor’s Cup



Soccer 
Research & Networks



Research Methods & Themes

Nature v Nurture
to what extent did circumstances, family context and social-

geography play in Peter Peel’s life in sports?

Photo: Market’s Field, Limerick County MuseumOpportunity v Luck v Timing
Was Peel’s success a result of luck, timing or destiny?

Resources v Limitations
with limited resources how did our subject succeed?

Photo: Limerick 1890s, NLI Collection

Research Methods – Lessons learned
Read wildly (and widely) – read context – understand the 

prevailing social mores of the time – be cautious, be curious



Nature v Nurture
1875-1892 – Dublin to Limerick

Thomas Peel, Garryowen & Ireland 

(Photo: Peel Family Collection)

Garryowen RFC, 1891 Photo: Peel Family Collection



Opportunity v Luck v Timing
1892 – Limerick to Chicago 



Opportunity v Luck v Timing
1892 – Limerick to Chicago 

Photo: 1892, Huntington Digital Library



Peter J. Peel
President of the Chicago Football Association

Photo: Wanderers Football Team, Chicago – Spalding’s Football Annual 1908-09

Photo: Chicago History Museum

Photo: Peel Park, Chicago History Museum



Resources v Limitations

1906 - Corinthians FC at the Lexington Hotel, Chicago 1909 The Pilgrims Team 1905 Original all Blacks Rugby Team 

1905 Publicity Photos, Chicago History Museum



1913 – Vice-President Peter Peel, Founded April 5th 

1913 – FIFA temporary membership granted
1914 – FIFA full membership granted
1916 – First two matches played v Sweden and Norway
1924 – Team plays at the Paris Olympics
1924 – First game in Ireland

President: Peter J. Peel (1917-1919 & 1923-1925) 

United States Football Association



A Life in Medicine

Photo: Rush Archives

Photo: Chicago at the Turn of the Century in Photographs: 122 

Historic Views from the Collections of the Chicago Historical Society, 

Larry A. Viskochil

Photo: https://www.baseballhistorycomesalive.com/



“We, therefore, humbly submit these considerations to you, and 
respectively petition you, as President of the United States, and the 
acknowledged leader of the moral forces of the world, if in your wisdom it 
seems expedient and for the best interests of America, to make such 
friendly representations to the British Government as the close association 
of the two nations justify, that it may fulfil its promises, evidence the 
sincerity of its championship of the rights of small nations and add another 
ally to our arms by granting self-government to Ireland without further 
delay.

Most respectfully submitted, The Irish Fellowship Club of Chicago.

PETER PEEL, President; JOHN K. MURPHY, Secretary, 

April 27th, 1918

A Political Life

Photo: Library of Congress, Digital Collection

Photo: Peel Family Collection



Olympics - 1924

Round 1 Bye
Round 2 v Bulgaria (1-0)
Quarter Finals v The Netherlands (1-2) aet
Friendly v Estonia (2-0)

Friendly v Poland (3-2) (Warsaw)Round 1 v Estonia (1-0) Round 2 v Uruguay (0-3)



Football Association of Ireland

1921 – Founded June 6th 1921
1922 – Irish Free State comes into being December 6th

1923 – FIFA preliminary membership granted
1923 – Titled Football Association of the Irish Free State
1924 – Team plays in the Paris Olympics
1924 – First home game versus the USA

President: Sir Henry McLaughlin 



Peter J. Peel
President of the United States Football Association 
1917-1919, 1923-1925

Photo: Peter Peel and President of Ireland, Sean T. O’Kelly 
in 1959

Photo: Peter Peel  at the Peel Cup final in the 1960s (Peel 

family collection)



A Public & Charitable Life

• Presented papers at Medical conferences

• Involved in Red Cross charity work

• Active in the Irish community events

• Involved in protests against Ku Klux Klan in 

Chicago

• Crusader for parks, recreation facilities and 

amenities for the youth of Chicago

• A Chicago personality

• St Patrick’s Day participant



Peter J. Peel
born in Dublin, 1866; died in Chicago, May 3, 1969.

The League of Ireland : An 

Historical and Contemporary 

Assessment Edited By Conor Curran,  

December 30, 2022

Soccer & Society Volume 22, 

2021 - Issue 8: The Growth and 

Development of Soccer in 

Dublin Edited By Conor Curran, 31 Oct 2021
@MickKielty



Thank You
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